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I.

EOTHE calls attention to the ominous circumstances that "the
idea of the kingdom of God which occupies so prominent a
position amongst the ideas of Christ falls into the background in
the minds of the Apostles." The fact is as undeniable as it is
grave. For one reference to the " kingdom of righteousness, and
peace, and joy " in the letters of the New Testament, there are at
least a dozen in the reported sayings of the Master. In some of
the epistles, you are rarely out of hearing of the clanking and
grinding of ecclesiastical or controversial machinery, whereas in
the gospels, the kingdom comes without observation; its move-
ments are quiet as the healing and life-giving light, gentle and
noiseless as the growth of flowers and fruit. The Apostles are so
engrossed with the pressing needs of the new societies they have
founded, and so absorbed by the difficulties of working the new
organizations they have set going, that although they never lose
sight of their King or of His kingdom, yet they suffer the
brilliant conception of the Divine rule of justice, mercy, sweet
forgivingness, and brotherly love to pale its splendours before the
mean moralities and mordant controversies of their first con-
verts. Even Paul, who always construes history and life
through his belief in Christ, and never through any Church
theory or dogmatic system, does not escape these necessities;
so difficult is it in our world for even capable and heroic men
" to keep the heights the soul is competent to gain."

(2) That was the fateful beginning of a long and disastrous
decline from the ideal of Jesus. Tne history of Christianity,
British and universal, is through many a long chapter, the story
of the contest for primacy between the idea of Christ as to the
"Kingdom of God," and the ideas of men as to the Churches.
The climate in which Christianity was born was so uncongenial
that, to use the imagery of Eenan, as the " new-born child emerged